
(Brevpapir fra Palasthotel Mannheimer Hof)

Kære Peter,

1000 tak for brevene, kopien (vi har ikke set !lmen endnu, 
fordi a) lydredigering til den engelske version af Bach-!lmen 
–2 ugers lang kamp i London: vi er nået frem til den version, 
vi ønskede; nu er det kun et spørgsmål om de vil vise !lmen 
sådan, eller dog alligevel hellere med undertekster!!!! og slet 
ingen tid og intet 35mm-klippebord! b) Linder vil også gerne 
se !lmen, men kommer først tilbage om et par dage. Vi prøver, 
da vi måske "ytter til Rom allerede d. 26. marts.

Tak for lyden – Ungarsk udgave… Lad os håbe, at ungarerne 
får en nogenlunde genkendelig !lm at se. Vi sender Sze-
mes-teksten videre til Delahaye – men for en uge siden 

Danièle Huillet &  
Jean-Marie Straub
Breve til Peter Nestler

Danièle Huillet, brev til Peter Nestler 
8. marts 1969
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!k vi et postkort fra Delahaye fra Ungarn??? Han fortæller, at 
han spillede en kort rolle i den seneste Jancsó?? Held og lykke 
til Zoltán, tak for billedet, mille amitiés til Zsóka og Judith…

CHRONIK udkommer sammen med DER BRÄUTIGAM, 
næste uge i Theatiner. I går og i dag, 8 timer med lydteknikeren 
fra Aventin Studio, vi har arbejdet i biografen, så folk får en 
smule ordentlig lyd (=lydgengivelse)… Utroligt.

Ellers er alting faldet til ro her igen; og hvad !lmen angår – 
måske er det alligevel håbløst… Det ser det i hvert fald ud til 
for os i øjeblikket. Og det, dem fra Constantin har gang i, det er 
“lige så slemt, hvis ikke værre, end det, som Nazi-UFA lavede: 
fordummelse, forgiftning af et helt folk”; siger J-M. ved 
enhver lejlighed – men det er også en håbløs kamp, indtil 
Constantin ruinerer sig selv – de er godt på vej –; men så 
bliver det nok ikke bedre, men på en eller anden måde (?) 
endnu værre; det lader til at gå ned ad bakke…

Om en revolution er mulig i Italien (og det er den eneste 
måde at ryste op i denne dumhed, fordummelse på en 
gang)? Eller om håbløsheden også er så stor der, selv om 
den sikkert er anderledes?

Vi kan kun forsøge selv at gøre vores arbejde så godt, som vi kan 
– men også det er så dumt at måtte skulle kæmpe, for at en !lm 
ikke bliver ødelagt, når man tænker på, hvor mange andre (vigti-
gere?) ting – mennesker – man burde kæmpe for. Og alligevel er 
man nødt til at kæmpe for en !lm, for “pour ne pas céder”. Godard 
hævder, at man ikke holder ud længe alene, men måske er netop 
dét det eneste man kan gøre: at holde ud så længe man kan…

Tror du ikke, at vi er meget triste; trætte, lidt vrede over, 
at Bach kommer ud for sent (efter 14 måneder i hans eget 4948
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land!), og fordi de samme svin, der lod os kradse af i 15 år, nu 
fortæller – fortæller andre, for at de skal gentage det for Straub, 
eller skriver – at de gerne ville producere en Straub-!lm, osv.! 
Skiderikker! Det er også derfor – netop derfor – vi rejser. 

Thome har lavet en spille!lm (DIE DETEKTIVE)… som vi 
ikke kan lide. Lemke er i gang med en tv-!lm om brandstifter-
ne fra Frankfurt, (“De var mennesker, for hvem verden var ble-
vet for snæver”….? siger Lemke). Zihlmann ligner en levende 
død. Og der er mange undergrunds!lm. Folk fra !lmakademiet 
i Berlin (der er blevet smidt ud), som Straschek, forsøger at lave 
!lm med, for og af studerende, at lade dem lave dem. I Kau!n-
ger Straße (stor ombygning på grund af undergrundsbanen) 
står der skrevet med store bogstaver på et træbræt: STREIK.

I Rom vil J-M. !lme OTHON – efter en tragikomedie af Pierre 
Corneille (17. århundrede); Othon er Galbas efterfølger, der 
var Neros efterfølger; og det handler om 2 piger, Plautine og 
Camille (“Le yeux ne veulent pas en tout temps se fermer”); 
16mm, farve, synkronlyd. 10 mennesker. På Monte Palatino, alt 
sammen (5 akter) under åben himmel. I september-oktober?? 
(På grund af tilladelse og turister!). ???

Altså, en del nyheder. Tusind hilsner, og til hele den store 
familie: à bientôt??? 

D.
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(JMS – håndskrift)

Kære Peter,

Tak for dit brev fra Mallorca (Nej, vi kendte ikke teksten af 
George Sand); selvom det ikke ser sådan ud (jeg bryder mig 
ikke om at skrive!), tænker jeg ofte på dig, på jer, med mange 
kærlige tanker – og på jeres arbejde med beundring 

Vi er stadigvæk raske – foreløbigt – til en vis grad, men mine 
tænder og ryg! Og mine gamle knogler og øjne! Men, 
siger Danièle, jeg ryger for mange Toscani, og det vil 
ende med mig, som med det tredje rige; sammenbrud! 
Og hvad skal vi så gøre? Vi har ingen sygeforsikring, 
ingen pensionsordning… derudover: ingen arbejdstil-
ladelse og ingen opholdstilladelse 

Men vi er stolte over at have overlevet Kafka-!lmen – 
også hvad angår vores helbred: Snesevis af måneders for-
beredelse, 31 skuespillere, 12 ugers optagelser (74.800 m. 
negativ, mere end halvdelen tilintetgjort i !lmlaboratoriet), halv-
delen af dem om natten (hvor vi i gennemsnit kun sov 3-4 timer 
om dagen), redigering hver dag i 12 uger (uden en hviledag), fra 
kl. 14:00 til kl. 2 om natten, og så kampen med !lmlaboratori-
erne i Hamborg og i Paris 

Vi har ikke en U-matic.

Danièle Huillet og Jean-Marie Straub, brev til Peter Nestler
10. september 1984
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(Danièle – maskinskrevet)

Men måske kunne du, helst “o$cielt” gennem svensk TV?, få fat 
på en kopi af udsendelsen, som Hessiche Rundfunk lavede, efter 
en "ot 35mm kopi, som vi gav dem for 6 måneder siden! I så fald, 
send til Dietmar Schings (det er den ansvarlige “redaktør” – også 
en ven); hans personlige adresse er: Wolfgangstrasse 104, Fr./M.

Anden mulighed (???): En visning i det svenske cinematek? 
Enno Patalas har en kopi på !lmmuseet; eller dem fra Filmhaus 
i Hamburg (trods alt tættere på Stockholm!) – har også fået en 
!n kopi fra os (den, der blev vist i Berlin):

Ansvarl. Dieter Kosslick, Filmhaus,
Friedensallee 7, HH
Tel. 391747

Det svenske cinematek ville ikke bryde sammen, fordi de 
viser 1 af vores !lm bare 1 gang før vi dør (eller hvad?). 
Sort/hvid; format 1:33; Længde: 2 timer 7 minutter.

Der er netop udkommet en bog om !lmen og optagelser-
ne på Fischer Verlag; har ikke set den endnu; indeholder 
også billeder. Den hedder KLASSENVERHÄLTNISSE…

Knus og kram til jer alle, kommer I aldrig til Paris eller Rom 
igen??

Vores kat, Misti, er død, 1 uge efter at vi kom tilbage til hende 
her; 13 ½ år, efter 1 års kamp mod kræft. Hunden har det !nt. 
Den har ledt efter hende.

D*
Oversat fra tysk af Anna R. Winder.
Tak til Peter Nestler. 5554
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(Letter from Palasthotel Mannheimer Hof)(Letter from Palasthotel Mannheimer Hof)

Dear Peter, Dear Peter, 

A 1000 thanks for the letters, the print (we haven’t seen the !lm A 1000 thanks for the letters, the print (we haven’t seen the !lm 
yet, because a) sound editing for the English version of the Bach yet, because a) sound editing for the English version of the Bach 
!lm – a 2-week long struggle in London: we have arrived at the !lm – a 2-week long struggle in London: we have arrived at the 
version we wanted; now it’s only a question of whether they will version we wanted; now it’s only a question of whether they will 
show the !lm as it is, or still prefer showing it with subtitles!!!! show the !lm as it is, or still prefer showing it with subtitles!!!! 
and no time at all and no 35mm "atbed editor! b) Linder also and no time at all and no 35mm "atbed editor! b) Linder also 
wants to see the !lm, but won’t be back for a few days. We’ll try, wants to see the !lm, but won’t be back for a few days. We’ll try, 
as we may be moving to Rome already on March 26.as we may be moving to Rome already on March 26.

Thanks for the audio – Hungarian version... Let’s hope that Thanks for the audio – Hungarian version... Let’s hope that 
the Hungarians get to see a fairly recognisable !lm. We’ll pass the Hungarians get to see a fairly recognisable !lm. We’ll pass 
the Szemes text on to Delahaye – but a week ago we received the Szemes text on to Delahaye – but a week ago we received 

a postcard from Delahaye from Hungary??? He tells us that a postcard from Delahaye from Hungary??? He tells us that 
he played a small role in the latest Jancsó !lm??? Good luck he played a small role in the latest Jancsó !lm??? Good luck 
to Zoltán, thanks for the photo, mille amitiés to Zsóka and to Zoltán, thanks for the photo, mille amitiés to Zsóka and 
Judith…Judith…

CHRONIK will be released together with DER BRÄUTI-CHRONIK will be released together with DER BRÄUTI-
GAM, next week in Theatiner. Yesterday and today, 8 hours GAM, next week in Theatiner. Yesterday and today, 8 hours 
with the sound engineer from Aventin Studio, we’ve been with the sound engineer from Aventin Studio, we’ve been 
working in the cinema so that people can have a bit of proper working in the cinema so that people can have a bit of proper 
sound (= sound reproduction)... Unbelievable.sound (= sound reproduction)... Unbelievable.

Apart from that, everything has calmed down here again; and Apart from that, everything has calmed down here again; and 
as for the !lm – maybe it’s hopeless after all... At least that’s as for the !lm – maybe it’s hopeless after all... At least that’s 
what it looks like to us at the moment. And what the what it looks like to us at the moment. And what the 
people from Constantin are doing is “just as bad, if not people from Constantin are doing is “just as bad, if not 
worse, than what the Nazi UFA was doing: stupefying, worse, than what the Nazi UFA was doing: stupefying, 
poisoning a whole people”; says J.-M. at every opportu-poisoning a whole people”; says J.-M. at every opportu-
nity – but this is also a hopeless struggle until Constan-nity – but this is also a hopeless struggle until Constan-
tin ruins itself – they’re well on their way –; but then it tin ruins itself – they’re well on their way –; but then it 
probably won’t get better, but somehow (?) even worse; probably won’t get better, but somehow (?) even worse; 
things seem to be going downhill…things seem to be going downhill…

Whether a revolution is possible in Italy (and that is the only Whether a revolution is possible in Italy (and that is the only 
way to shake this stupidity and dumbing down all at once)? Or way to shake this stupidity and dumbing down all at once)? Or 
whether the hopelessness, although di&erent, is also so great whether the hopelessness, although di&erent, is also so great 
there?there?

All we can do is try to do our job as well as we can – but that too All we can do is try to do our job as well as we can – but that too 
is so stupid, to have to !ght for a !lm not to be ruined, consid-is so stupid, to have to !ght for a !lm not to be ruined, consid-
ering how many other (more important?) things – people – we ering how many other (more important?) things – people – we 
ought to be !ghting for. And yet you must !ght for a !lm “pour ought to be !ghting for. And yet you must !ght for a !lm “pour 
ne pas céder”. Godard claims that you don’t last long on your ne pas céder”. Godard claims that you don’t last long on your 
own, but maybe that’s all you can do: hold out as long own, but maybe that’s all you can do: hold out as long 
as you can…as you can…

Danièle Huillet &  Danièle Huillet &  
Jean-Marie StraubJean-Marie Straub
Letters to Peter NestlerLetters to Peter Nestler

Danièle Huillet, letter to Peter Nestler Danièle Huillet, letter to Peter Nestler 
March 8, 1969March 8, 1969
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Don’t you think we are very sad; tired, a little angry that Bach Don’t you think we are very sad; tired, a little angry that Bach 
is coming out too late (after 14 months in his own country!), is coming out too late (after 14 months in his own country!), 
and because the same bastards who let us languish, let us o& and because the same bastards who let us languish, let us o& 
the hook for 15 years, now say – say to others, so that they may the hook for 15 years, now say – say to others, so that they may 
repeat it to Straub, or write – that they would like to produce a repeat it to Straub, or write – that they would like to produce a 
Straub !lm, etc.! Bastards! That’s why we’re leaving.Straub !lm, etc.! Bastards! That’s why we’re leaving.

Thome has made a feature !lm (DIE DETEKTIVE)... which Thome has made a feature !lm (DIE DETEKTIVE)... which 
we don’t like. Lemke is shooting a !lm for TV about the Frank-we don’t like. Lemke is shooting a !lm for TV about the Frank-
furt arsonists (“They were people for whom the world had be-furt arsonists (“They were people for whom the world had be-
come too narrow” ...? says Lemke). Zihlmann looks like the come too narrow” ...? says Lemke). Zihlmann looks like the 
living dead. And there are many underground !lms. People living dead. And there are many underground !lms. People 
from the Berlin Film Academy (who were kicked out), like Stra-from the Berlin Film Academy (who were kicked out), like Stra-
schek, try to make !lms with, for and by students, to let them schek, try to make !lms with, for and by students, to let them 
make the !lms. In Kau!nger Straße (major renovation due to make the !lms. In Kau!nger Straße (major renovation due to 
the subway), a wooden board reads in large letters: STREIK.the subway), a wooden board reads in large letters: STREIK.

In Rome, J.-M. will !lm OTHON – after a tragicomedy by In Rome, J.-M. will !lm OTHON – after a tragicomedy by 
Pierre Corneille (17th century); Othon is the successor to Pierre Corneille (17th century); Othon is the successor to 
Galba, who was the successor to Nero; and it’s about 2 girls, Galba, who was the successor to Nero; and it’s about 2 girls, 
Plautine and Camille (“Le yeux ne veulent pas en tout temps Plautine and Camille (“Le yeux ne veulent pas en tout temps 
se fermer”); 16mm, colour, direct sound. 10 people. At Monte se fermer”); 16mm, colour, direct sound. 10 people. At Monte 
Palatino, all (5 acts) under the open sky. In September-Octo-Palatino, all (5 acts) under the open sky. In September-Octo-
ber?? (Due to permission and tourists!).???ber?? (Due to permission and tourists!).???

So, quite a bit of news. A thousand greetings, and to the whole So, quite a bit of news. A thousand greetings, and to the whole 
big family: à bientôt???big family: à bientôt???

  
(JMS – handwritten)(JMS – handwritten)

Dear Peter,Dear Peter,
  
Thank you for your letter from Mallorca (No, we didn’t know Thank you for your letter from Mallorca (No, we didn’t know 
the text by George Sand); although it may not appear so (I don’t the text by George Sand); although it may not appear so (I don’t 
like writing!), I often think of you, of you all, with many loving like writing!), I often think of you, of you all, with many loving 
thoughts – and of your work with admiration thoughts – and of your work with admiration 
  
We are still healthy – for now – to a certain extent, but my teeth We are still healthy – for now – to a certain extent, but my teeth 
and my back! And my tired old bones and eyes! But, and my back! And my tired old bones and eyes! But, 
says Danièle, I smoke too many Toscani, and I’ll end up says Danièle, I smoke too many Toscani, and I’ll end up 
like the Third Reich: collapse! What then? We have no like the Third Reich: collapse! What then? We have no 
health insurance, no pension plan… besides: no work health insurance, no pension plan… besides: no work 
permit and no residence permit permit and no residence permit 
  
But we are proud to have survived the Kafka !lm – also But we are proud to have survived the Kafka !lm – also 
in terms of our health: many months of preparation, 31 in terms of our health: many months of preparation, 31 
actors, 12 weeks of shooting (74,800 m. negative, more actors, 12 weeks of shooting (74,800 m. negative, more 
than half of it destroyed in the !lm lab), half of which than half of it destroyed in the !lm lab), half of which 
was at night (where we only slept 3-4 hours a day on average), was at night (where we only slept 3-4 hours a day on average), 
editing every day for 12 weeks (without a day of rest), from editing every day for 12 weeks (without a day of rest), from 
14:00 to 2 in the morning, and then the battle with the !lm labs 14:00 to 2 in the morning, and then the battle with the !lm labs 
in Hamburg and Paris in Hamburg and Paris 
  
We don’t have a U-matic.We don’t have a U-matic.
  

Danièle Huillet and Jean-Marie Straub, letter to Peter Nestler
September 10, 1984
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(Danièle – typewritten)(Danièle – typewritten)
  
But maybe you could, preferably “o$cially” through Swed-But maybe you could, preferably “o$cially” through Swed-
ish TV, get hold of a copy of the broadcast that Hessiche ish TV, get hold of a copy of the broadcast that Hessiche 
Rundfunk made, from a !ne 35mm print that we gave them 6 Rundfunk made, from a !ne 35mm print that we gave them 6 
months ago! If so, send to Dietmar Schings (that’s the “editor” months ago! If so, send to Dietmar Schings (that’s the “editor” 
in charge – also a friend); his personal address is: Wolfgang-in charge – also a friend); his personal address is: Wolfgang-
strasse 104, Fr./M.strasse 104, Fr./M.
  
Another option (????): A screening at the Swedish Cine-Another option (????): A screening at the Swedish Cine-
matheque? Enno Patalas has a print at the Film Museum; or the matheque? Enno Patalas has a print at the Film Museum; or the 
people from the Filmhaus in Hamburg (closer to Stockholm af-people from the Filmhaus in Hamburg (closer to Stockholm af-
ter all!) – also got a nice print from us (the one shown in Berlin):ter all!) – also got a nice print from us (the one shown in Berlin):

Responsible. Dieter Kosslick, Filmhaus,Responsible. Dieter Kosslick, Filmhaus,
Friedensallee 7, HHFriedensallee 7, HH
Tel. 391747Tel. 391747

  
The Swedish Cinematheque wouldn’t go out of business be-The Swedish Cinematheque wouldn’t go out of business be-
cause they show 1 of our !lms just 1 time before we die (or cause they show 1 of our !lms just 1 time before we die (or 
would they?). Black and white; format 1:33; Length: 2 hours would they?). Black and white; format 1:33; Length: 2 hours 
7 minutes.7 minutes.
  
A book about the !lm and its production has just been published A book about the !lm and its production has just been published 
by Fischer Verlag; haven’t seen it yet; also contains images. It’s by Fischer Verlag; haven’t seen it yet; also contains images. It’s 
called KLASSENVERHÄLTNISSE...called KLASSENVERHÄLTNISSE...
  
Hugs and kisses to all of you, will you never come to Paris or Hugs and kisses to all of you, will you never come to Paris or 
Rome again?Rome again?
  
Our cat, Misti, passed away, 1 week after we came back to her; Our cat, Misti, passed away, 1 week after we came back to her; 
13 ½ years, after a 1-year battle with cancer. The dog is !ne. It 13 ½ years, after a 1-year battle with cancer. The dog is !ne. It 
has been looking for her.has been looking for her.
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